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His  Perfect  Goon- 


The  Character  of  Christ 

NESS 

In  approaching  the  study  of  Christian  doctrine, 
it  seems  best  to  begin  with  Christ  Himself,  who  is 
the  sum  and  substance  of  all  our  faith  and  hope. 
When  we  contemplate  Him,  as  He  is  presented  to 
us  in  the  Gospels,  the  first  impression  we  get  of  Him 
is  His  perfect  goodness.  This  feature  of  His  charac- 
ter is  seen  in  His  rplations  toward  God,  and  toward 
man. 

His  Relation  to  God 

Here,    two    characteristics    are    manifest. 

(1)  Perfect  knowledge.  Jesus  knows  God  directly 
and  fully,  with  the  complete  intimacy  of  a  Son 
(Matt.  11  :  27).  He  beholds  divine  realities  with 
immediate  vision  (John  1  :  18;  6  :  46).  He  reports 
what  He  has  seen  and  heard  (John  8  :  38;  15  :  15). 

(2)  Perfect  love.  Between  Him  and  His  Father, 
there  was  complete  sympathy.  Upon  Him,  God 
poured  out  the  fulness  of  His  love;  and  this  love 
Jesus  received  and  returned  without  limitation 
and  without  interruption. 

The  perfect  love  shows  itself,  moreover,  in  two 
other  qualities  :  (a)  Perfect  trust.  Jesus  depends 
entirely  upon  His  Father;  everything  He  says  «jd 
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does  is  the  Father's  gift  to  His  Son  (John  5  :  20, 
30;  7  :  16;  14  :  10,  24).  (b)  Perfect  obedi^ace. 
From  His  childhood  to  His  maturest  years,  Jesus 
had  no  will  but  the  Father's,  and  lived  only  to 
cany  out  the  Father's  purpose  (Luke  2  :  49;  John 
4  :  34;  6  :  38). 

Bit  Relation  to  Men 

Here,  also,  we  observe  : — 

(1)  Perfect  knowledge.  As  Jesus  knew  God, 
with  perfect  insight  and  sympathy,  so  He  knew 
mai.  He  read  their  hearts  unerringly,  and 
estimated  exactly  their  spiritual  condition  (Jol  i 
2  :  25 ;  Mark  10 :  21;  Luke?  :  40 ;  John  1  :  42,47). 

C2)  Perfect  love.  To  be  known  without  being 
loved  would  only  bring  terror  to  the  human 
heart.  Jesus'  knowledge,  however,  is  accom- 
panied by  true  ard  tender  love.  He  knew 
men  thoroughly.  All  their  sins  were  open  to  His 
ey»»s.  Yet  He  loved  them;  believed  m  tlieir  high 
destiny;  and'  yearned  to  save  them  (Matt  11  :  28: 
18  :  10;  12-14). 

The  Manifestation  of  ffii  Love  to  Men 

The  love  of  Christ  to  men  is  to  be  traced  in  all 
His  actings  toward  thwn,  and  in  all  the  relations 
into  which  he  entered  wi^i  them,  as  Son  in  the  family 
as  Friend  among  friends,  and  as  Man  to  men  in 
general.  All  the  offices  of  love,  whether  in  speech 
or  act,  He  fulfilled  as  opportunity  served.  He  b 
gentle,  courteous,  considerate,  wise,  helpfol,  patient, 
■trong.  As  the  need  of  man  deepens  before  Him, 
thither  His  love  flows  hx  a  deep,  resistlsM  eurreat. 
What  impresses  and  wins  us  in  the  portrait  of  Jetut 
is  not  so  much  His  power,  as  His  love— Hit  fevk« 
Undnees  and  His  great  cmnpaasion.  THw  v«y 
woid  ^'compassion"  sounds  through  the  aan^ivf 
tHth  sweetest    mdody    (Mark   1:    41  i  $:   ^4; 
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9  :  36;  Luke  7  :  13;  Matt.  14  :  14;  15  :  32).  There 
was  none  so  vUe,  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  His 
compassion.  There  was  none  who  injured  Him  too 
deei^  to  receive  His  full  forgiveness  (L\ike23  :  34; 
Biwk  14  :  72).  He  bore  even  with  the  traitor  till' 
the  very  last. 

When  we  dwell  on  such  aspects  of  the  character 
of  Christ  as  we  have  thus  indicated,  and  when  we 
follow  the  details   of   the   portrait   as    they    are 
presented  in  the  Gospels,  we  are  led  to   the  con- 
clusion that  in  Him  there  is  achieved  goodness, 
uot  partial  as  in  other  men,  but  complete  and  ab-. 
solute.     It  is  not  merely  that  He  stands  in  the 
highest  elaas  of  good  men;    but    that    He   stands 
alone.    It  is  not  merely  that   He  U   better  than 
other  men;  but  that  He  is  what  all  men  ought  to 
be.     It  is  not  merely  that  He  approaches  the  moral 
ideal  more  nearly  than  others;  but  that  He  has  at- 
tained it,  so  that  in  Him  goodness   absolute  and 
final,  has  been  realised. 


CHAPTERII. 
Thb  Ckaractxr  of  Christ  :  His  Absolute  Siif- 

LESSNESS 

The  perfect  goodness  of  Jesus  is  without  flaw  or 
defect.  The  result  of  the  closest  and  most  pro- 
longed scnitby  of  the  gospel  pages  establishes  the 
wonderful  fact  that  a  sinlesi  being  has  lived  on  this 
unttn  Jk^  earth. 

Hm  CooTietioB  of  thoM  who  knew  Him 

Hit  diaeiples  believed  Him  to  be  withoutsJn.  They 
knew  the  facts.    Their  writinp,  which  have  mutwl 
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the  highest  moral  standard  the  world  has  ever  known, 
prove  their  competence  to  form  a  sound  estimate  of 
the  facts.  These  men,  with  complete  unanimity  and 
without  the  slightest  qualification,  ascribe  to  Jesus 
complete  separation  from  the  very  principle  of  evil 
(1  Peter  2  :  22  ;  2  Cor.  5  :  21;  1  John  3  :  5;  Heb. 
4  :  15;  7  :  26).  They  ascribe  to  Him  an  office  which 
could  be  held  by  none  save  a  sinless  being;  knowing 
as  they  did  so,  that  any  proof  of  short  coming  from 
the  absolute  holiness  of  God  would  utterly  destroy 
their  claim  on  behalf  of  their  Master  (Acts  3  :  14; 
7  :  52;  22  :  14;  1  John  2  :  1). 


His  own  Consciousness 

He  was  Himself  conscious  of  His  own  sinlessness. 
When  we  examine  the  record,  we  discover  such 
points  as  these  : — 

(a)  He  taught  His  disciples  to  pray  for  forgiveness; 
but  He  never  joined  in  any  utterance  of  confession 
or  any  supplication  for  pardon  'iMatt.  6 :  9,  14  ; 
7  :  11 — where  "ye"  is  emphatic  and  significant). 

(b)  His  view  of  sin  is  as  severe  as  that  of 
God  Himself;  and  He  traces  it  to  its  source  in  the 
heart  (Mark  7  :  15-23).  But  there  is  no  suggestion 
in  any  word  of  His  that  He  felt  its  presence  in 
His  own  heart.  It  is  morally  impossible  that,  if 
He  were  simply  a  good  man  aspiring  after  an 
ideal  which  He  knew  He  had  not  reached,  He 
should  not  have  given  expression  to  this  fact. 
If  he  were  imperfect,  and  were  utterly  uncon- 
scious of  being  so.  He  would  not  even  be  in  the 
front  rank  of  good  men.  He  would  lack  an 
essential  element  of  aspiring  human  goodness, 
namely,   the  consciousness   of    shortcoming. 

(c)  He  required  moral  renewal  on  the  part  of  all 
men  (Matt.  18  :  3;  John  3  :  5^.  But  we  never  read 
of  the  converaion  of  Jesus,  and  we  never  find  in  any 
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saying  of  His  an  admission  that  He  needed  it. 
There  is  nothing  in  His  experience  which  corresponds 
to  what  Christians  know  as  a  dying  to  sin  and  a 
rising  into  a  life  of  new  obedience. 

(d)  He  loved  and  pitied  sinners,  and  came  very  near 
to  them  in  forgiving  love.  Yet  there  is  plainly  to  be 
seen,  in  all  His  dealing  with  them  a  complete  inward 
separation  from  their  sin.  The  great  gift  which 
Jesus  brought  to  sinners  was  the  forgiveness  of  their 
sins.  If  He  bestowed  this  gift,  while  conscious 
that  He  needed  it  Himself,  He  was  presumptuously 
invading  a  divine  prerogative.  His  forgiving  sins 
shows  that,  to  His  own  consciousness,  He  wag  sin- 
less. 

(e)  He  died  for  sinners.  He  believed  His  death 
to  be  the  ratifying  of  the  New  Covenant,  the  pro- 
curing of  all  spiritual  blessing  to  men.  He  could 
not  have  believed  this,  had  He  known  that  He 
needed  an  atonement  to  be  made  for  Himself  also. 
The  sinlessness  of  Jesus  is  thus  implied  in  all  His 
dealing  with  sinners  ;  but  it  is  also  directly  stated 
by  Himself  in  the  witness,  which,  from  time  to  time, 
He  had  to  bear  regarding  Himself  :  (i)  Before  His 
enemies;  (ii)  To  His  disciples  (John  15  :  10)  (iii) 
To  His  Father  (John  17  :  4);  (iv)  On  the  Cross  (John 
19  :  30). 

We  conclude,  therefore,  that  Jeans  was  sinless. 
Nothing  less  than  this  is  a  fair  interpretation  of  the 
record.  He  stands  alone.  Man  though  He  be.  He 
is  distinguished  from  all  men  by  unique  moral  and 
spiritual  excellence.  Between  Him  and  God  there 
is  a  relationship,  to  which  there  is  no  parallel  in  the 
case  of  any  other  man .  We  are  not  as  yet  construct- 
ing a  doctrine  regarding  the  Person  of  Christ;  but 
we  are  stating  a  fact,  which,  as  soon  as  it  is  stated, 
at  once  raises  the  question  :  "Whence  hath  this  man 
these  things  ?"  Nay,  He  Himself  presses  it  upon 
us  :  "What  think  ye  of  Christ  ?    Whose  son  is  He?' 
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CHAPTERIII. 

The  PErsoN  of  Christ  :  His  own  Self- 
Revelation 

When  we  turn  to  the  gospels,  and  seek  to  leant 
from  Christ  Himself  what  He  meant  us  to  know 
regarding  His  person,  we  are  directed  to  two  con- 
siderations. 


The  Claims  whicu  Jssus  made  on  His  own  behalf 
He  claimed  : 

(a)  To  be  the  fulfilment  of  the  divine  purpose  which 
had  been  moving  from  stage  to  stage  throughout  the 
whole  Old  Testament  dispensation.  His  ministry  is 
the  culmination  of  God's  dealings  with  men  (Luke 
4  :  1&-30;  compare  Isa.  61).  Tho  age  in  which  He 
lives  has  greater  privileges,  and  greater  responsi- 
bilities than  any  other,  simply  because  He  belongs 
to  it  (Matt.  13:  17;  11:  20-24;  12:  38-42;  23:  34-39). 

(b)  To  be  the  interpreter  of  the  Law  and  the  Pro- 
phets, and  at  the  same  time  to  be  Himself  a  higher 
authority  than  they.  He  perfects  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets  (Matt.  5  :  17-20);  and  He  deals  with  them, 
that  is,  with  the  whole  Old  Testament,  in  such  a 
manner  ns  none  but  one  who  regarded  Himself  as  a 
new  organ  of  the  divine  revelation  would  have  dared 
to  do.     (Matt.  5  :  22,  28,  32,  34,  39,  44). 

(c)  To  be  theSaviourof  men  (Mark  2:  17;  Luke 
19  :  10;  Matt.  11  :  28);  and  in  this  capacity  to  have 
the  right  of  passing  absolute  verdict  upon  the  con- 
ditions of  individuals  (for  example,  Luke  9:  57-62); 
and  of  pronouncing  with  respect  to  them  the  divine 
sentence  of  acceptance  (Matt.  9  :  2,  6). 

(d)  To  be  absolute  Master  and  Lord,  the  object  of 
surrender  (Matt.  10  :  37,  Luko  14  :  26) ;  of  confes- 
siuii  (Malt.  10  :  32);  the  medium  of  all  approach  to 
God  (Matt.  18  :  20). 
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(e)  To  be  the  final  Judge  of  men  (Matt. 
25  :  31-46).  Such  claims  deeply  distinguish  Him 
who  made  them  from  the  whole  race  of  mankind; 
and  are  tolerable,  only  if  He  held  an  unique  rela- 
tion of  being  to  God. 

The  Titles  by  which  Jesu*  Designated  Himself 

He  used  certain  designations  for  Himself,  which  im- 
ply a  peculiar  relation  to  men  on  the  one  side  and 
to  God  on  the  other. 

(«)  The  Son  of  Man 

This  title,  as  even  a  hasty  glance  through  the 
Gospels  will  show,  is  Jesus'  habitual  designation  for 
Himself.  Scholars  are  very  much  divided  in  opin- 
ion as  to  the  definite  origin  and  precise  meaning  of 
this  title.  When  we  examine  the  passages  in  which 
it  occurs,  we  find  that  they  divide  themselves  into 
two  classes,  one  referring  to  all  the  experiences  m 
which  Jesus  is  brought  into  close  relation  with  men, 
and  the  other  to  the  position  of  Sovereignty  which 
J^us  is  to  occupy  after  the  fulfilment  of  His 
mission.  The  title,  accordingly,  without  doubt, 
expresses  the  consciousness  which  Jesus  has  of  Him- 
self as  Redeemer  of  men;  and  it  informs  us  that 
He  who  is  to  carry  out  that  great  vocation  must  be 
entirely  one  with  men,  must  be  so  thoroughly  akin 
to  them  that  He  can  enter  into  their  experiences, 
and  bear  their  burdens,  even  that  last  awful  burden 
of  their  sin.  Through  this  sin  bearing.  He  is  exalted 
to  a  position  in  the  realm  of  spiritual  realities  which 
will  enable  Him  to  tarry  on  His  redeeming  and  per- 
fecting activities  with  respect  to  all  His  kindred  of 
mankind. 

(b)  The  Son  of  God 

This  title,  as  we  might  expect,  is  not  so  frequent 
as  the  other,  but  the  occasiona  where  it  is  used  are 
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all  deeply  significant  (for  example,  John  5  :  25; 
10  :  36  ;  11  :  4  ;  Matt.  16  :  16  ;  3  :  17  ;  17  :  5). 
In  other  passages  the  phrase  "Son  of  God"  is  not 
used;  but  with  an  even  mightier  emphasis,  the 
word  "Son"  is  used  as  the  correlative  of  "Father" 
(Matt.  11  :  27 ;  Mark  13  :  32).  Everything, 
accordingly,  which  can  be  affirmed  of  any  son 
with  respect  to  any  father,  as  devotion,  affection, 
trust,  is  to  be  affirmed  of  Jesus  with  respect  to  God. 
Nay  more,  that  which  unites  a  son  to  a  father, 
namely,  a  communion  of  being  or  substance,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  others  who  do  not  share  that  com- 
munion, unites  Jesus  as  the  Son,  to  God  as  the  Father. 
In  this  title,  accordingly,  we  are  touching  the  very 
depths  of  the  constitution  of  Christ's  Person.  There 
is  being  disclosed  to  us,  what  we  can  never  fully 
comprehend,  a  relation  to  God  which  is  nothing  less 
than  that  of  equality  with  Him. 

The  Pre-Exlstence  of  Christ 

When  we  have  seen  this,  another  truth  comes 
immediately  into  view.  What  is  divine  cannot 
b^in  to  be.  Other  men  become  sons  of  God. 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  held  His  place  with 
God  before  time  began  (John  6  :  62;  8  :  58;  17  : 
5,  24). 

If,  then,  we  are  to  be  true  to  the  Gospel  narratives, 
we  must  hold  to  the  truth,  amuzi..g  though  it  be, 
that  in  the  Man  Christ  Jesus,  the  Eternal  Son  of 
God,  has  been  made  fiesh.  Christianity  stands  or 
falls  by  this  truth. 
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The  Person  of  Christ  :    The  Belief  op  His 
Disciples 

The  New  Testament  is  the  divinely  inspired  ex- 
pression of  spiritual  experience,  as  that  is  rooted 
in  and  grows  out  of  faith  in  Christ.  The  writers 
are  believing  men,  telling,  out  of  a  full  heart,  what 
Christ  is  and  does  in  the  experience  of  His  Church. 
They  give  us  no  formal  definition  of  the  Godhead 
of  Jesus;  but  they  so  describe  Him,  that  they  leave 
no  doubt  on  our  minds  of  what  they  believed 
Him  to  be.  He  of  whom  they  say  such  things  is 
none  other  than  God  incarnate. 

Acts  of  the  Apostles;  James 

Turn,  for  instance,  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
in  their  eariiest  chaptera  and  we  find  si  Sa  titles 
applied  to  Jesus  as  Messiah  (2  :  22-36),  Saviour 
(5  :  31;  4  :  12),  Lord  (10  :  36).  He  is  described  as 
operating  in  His  followers,  (3  :  16;  4  :  10),  and  as 
being  yet  to  come  (3  :  21;  10  :  42).  Such  things 
could  not  be  said  of  any  mere  man.  James  in  his 
Epistle  has  little  to  say,  directly,  of  Jesus;  yet  he 
teaches  that  faith  in  Jesus  is  the  entrance  into  and 
the  power  of  the  new  life  of  obedience;  and  this  is  an 
office  that  can  belong  only  to  One  who  is  Supi«me 
in  the  spiritual  realm. 

First  Pettr;  Fourth  Gospel 

The  first  Epistle  of  Peter  rises  still  higher  in  its 
view  of  Christ;  calls  Jesus  I^rd  (1  :  3;  2  :  13;  3  :  16); 
describes  Him  as  the  Author  of  Salvation  (1:2; 
2  :  4-8,  24;  5  :  4),  and  designates  God  as  His  Father 
(1  :  3).  Peter  could  not  have  spoken  thuH  of  one 
who  was  no  more  than  man.  John's  teaching  is, 
of  course,  identical  with  that  of  the  fourth  gospel, 
and  is  explicit  on  the  Godhead  of  Jesus. 
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Pauline  Epistles 

The  writings  of  Paul  are  so  full  of  Christ,  that  it 
would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  separate  the  passages 
which  refer  to  Him,  from  those  which  bear  on 
other  topics.  Paul  knows  no  topic  which  does  not 
lead  him  to  Christ.  His  constant  title  for  Jesus  is 
"Lord"  and  to  one  with  the  Greek  Old  Testament 
in  his  hands,  that  meant  the  same  as  Godhead  (2 
Cor.  4  :  5;  1  Cor.  12  :  3;  Rom.  10  :  9).  He  declares 
with  peculiar  emphasis  that  Jesus  is  God's  own  Son. 
(Rom.  5  :  8-10;  8  :  32;  1  :  4).  In  one  place.  He 
ascribes  to  Him  explicitly  the  great  name  of  God 
(Rom.  9  :  6).  Elsev.nere  he  places  Christ,  so  to 
speak,  within  the  Godhead  (1  Cor.  8  : 6;  2  Cor. 
13  :  14).  Paul  is  clear  and  full  in  his  recognition 
of  the  humanity  of  Christ;  but  he  regards  Christ's 
appearance  on  earth  as  an  act  of  free  choi'^e  on  the 
part  of  a  pr"  existent  being  (Phil.  2  :  &-8),  nd  when 
His  mission  on  earth  is  accomplished  Christ  returns 
to  glory  (PhU.  2  :  9-11),  and  reigns  in  absolute 
mediatorial  Sovereignty  (Col.  1  :  17, 18;  Eph.  1  :  10). 

Epi8t!j  to  the  Hebrews 

The  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  takes  no  less  exalted  a 
view  of  the  Person  of  Christ  (1  :  2,  3,  8,  10).  The 
evidence,  accordingly,  is  overwhelming  that  the 
first  generation  of  Christians  worshipped  Jesus  as 
God,  and  ascribed  the  efficacy  of  His  redemptive 
work  to  His  being  at  once  divine  and  human. 

The  faith  of  these  first  disciples  is  ours  also. 
We  know  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  Word  of  God  and  in 
personal  experience,  by  the  operation  of  the  Spirit 
of  God;  and  we  know  Him  to  be  perfectly  human, 
our  kinsman,  who  knows  us,  and  enters  into  our 
manifold  experiences  with  perfect  insight,  and 
unfailing,  sinless  sympathy.  We  know  Him  also 
to  be  divine,  having  a  relation  to  Ciod  which  can 
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be  occupied  by  no  created  bemg,  however  exalted. 
Him,  therefore,  we  worship  as  being  Equal  with 
the  Father,  His  only  begotten  Son,  our  Lord. 

There  are  many  speculative  difficulties,  connected 
with  the  exposition  and  vindication  of  this  faith 
and  we  ought  not  to  deny  the  title  or  disciples  to 
those  who  may  not  express  themselves  in  all  ways 
as  we  do.  It  remams  true,  however,  that  Chris- 
tianity is  the  religion  of  the  incarnation  of  God  in 
Christ.  If  Christ  be  not  divine  as  well  as  human, 
the  problem  il  redemption  is  still  unsolved.  We 
still  need  a  Mediator  with  God. 


CHAPTERV. 

The  Fatherhood  op  God 

The  revelation  of  God  reaches  its  culmination 
in  Christ.  The  endeavour  of  believing  minds  must 
ever  be  towards  a  fuller  knowledge  of  God  in  Christ. 
To  Christ,  accordingly,  all  must  go  for  true  thoughts 
regarding  God.  His  teaching  includes  all  that 
the  Old  Testament  had  taught  respecting  the 
divme  nature  and  attributes;  and  it  unfolds  a 
truth,  of  which  the  Old  Testament  had  contained 
only  the  germ,  viz.,  the  Fatherhood  of  God. 

The  Spiritual  Meaning  of  the  Divine  Fatherhood 

It  is  a  mistake  to  treat  God's  Fatherhood  with 
respect  to  men,  as  though  it  were  a  mere  inference 
from  His  act  in  creating  them.  It  consists  rather 
in  an  attitude  of  mind,  heart,  and  will,  taken  up 
by  God  toward  men,  and  maintained  by  Him  m 
a  series  of  actions,  all  embodying  and  expressing 
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His  boundless,  redeeming  love.  In  using  it  as  His 
habitual  name  for  God,  Jesus  has  taught  us  to  em- 
ploy freely  the  analogy  of  human  fatherhood 
(Matt.  7  :  11).  All  that  fatherhood  means  in  our 
experience,  we  may  apply  to  God,  only  purified 
from  every  taint  of  sin,  and  set  free  from  all  human 
limitations. 

The  Applications  of  the  Divine  Fatherhood 

When  we  examine  the  connections  in  which 
Jesus  uses  this  name  for  God,  we  note  three 
distinct   applications  of  it. 

(a)  In  Reference  to  Himself 

We  have  noted  the  leading  passages  above 
in  speaking  of  Jesus'  self-designation  as  the 
Son  of  God.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Jesus  held  and 
taught  that  between  Him  and  God  there  is  a  rela- 
tionship of  Sonship  and  Fatherhood  in  a  sense  and 
degree  unique,  placmg  H'  i  in  a  relation  to  God 
which  cannot  be  occupied  by  any  other  man  (Luke 
2  :  49;  Matt.  11  :  27;  Mi;rk  13  :  32). 

(b)  In  Reference  to  His  Disciples 

The  passages  abound.  This  tender  name  rings 
in  sweetest  muody  through  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  (Matt.  6:  44,  45,48;  6:  9,  32 ;  7  :  11). 
Again  and  again  we  hear  it  (Mark  11:  25;  Luke 
12  :  32;  Matt.  18  :  12-14).  To  enter  into  the 
fellowship  of  Jesus  is  to  enter  into  the  kmgdom  of 
God,  that  is,  into  the  realm  of  grace.  Here,  we  be- 
come children  of  God  (John  1  :  12);  here,  we  see 
the  Father;  here,  the  Father  pours  out  upon  us 
the  ceaseless  stream  of  His  beneficence,  and  draws 
near  to  us,  along  with  the  Son,  in  an  intimacy  which 
there  are  no  words  to  describe  (John  14  :  21-24). 
All  this  is  an  experience,  which,  in  the  nature  of  the 
case,  belongs  to  us,  only  through  our  relation  to 
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Christ.    Apart  from  Christ,  we  cannot  he  sons,  nor 
can  we  know  the  Father. 

(c)  In  Reference  to  all  Men 

While  it  is  true  that,  in  the  teaching  of  Jesus 
Toen  become  aom,  through  a  moral  change;  there  is 
no  hint  that  God  becomea  a  Father,  through  a  moral 
change  wrought  m  Him.  Fatherhood  is  the  essence 
of  the  character  of  God,  and  is  ascribed  by  Jesus  to 
Him  in  His  dea' ing  with  "the  unthankful  and  evil" 
(Luke  6  :  35).  In  the  Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son, 
the  feeling  of  God  toward  the  sinful  is  described  m 
tenns  of  truest,  tenderest  fatherhood.  Toward  the 
guilty,  rebellious,  lost,  children  of  men,  the  father- 
linos  of  God  is  restrained,  both  by  their  unfilial 
feelinp  and  actings,  and  by  their  sin  and  trespass 
constituting  a  barrier  which  needs  to  be  removed. 
Yet  the  aim  of  God's  dealings  with  them  is  to  be 
free,  if  we  may  so  speak,  to  pour  out  His  fatheriy 
love  upon  them.  He  is  the  Father,  but  much  must 
be  done^  before  His  fatherhood  can  have  free  courae 
ajid  be  glorified  in  them.  Meantime,  it  finds  expres- 
sion in  care  and  discipline  and  great  yearning. 

The  Vindication  of  the  Divine  Fatherhood 

The  doctrine  of  tho  Fatherhood  of  God  is  lovely, 
we  wish  it  might  be  true.  Yet  it  seems  to  be 
wrecked  on  one  great  fact,  with  its  consequences 
in  the  condition  of  the  human  race,  and  of  physical 
nature  also.  The  fact  is  Sin;  sin,  which  darkens 
men's  minds,  alienates  their  hearts,  makes  them 
misunderstand  God,  and  has  wrought  in  human 
history  unnumbered  griefs  and  terrors  ;  sin,  whose 
efifects  are  to  be  traced  in  the  animal  and  even  in  the 
inorganic  creatibn,  darkening  the  fair  earth  with  the 
shadow  of  men's  trespass;  sin,  which  has  broken  the 
lawB  under  which  alone  true  life  is  possible  for  men, 
and  has  made  them  subject  to  just  condemnation. 
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It  is  easy  to  speak  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God;  but  it 
is  very  difficult  to  maintain  it  in  face  of  facts  like 
these.  The  New  Testament  profoundly  appreciates 
this  difficulty,  and  meets  it  with  a  threefold  answer. 

(a)  A  Person 

This  part  of  che  answer  we  have  deal'  with 
already.  Christ  is  the  Son,  God's  own  Son.  See- 
ing Him,  w  ^ee  the  Father.  He  is  the  demon- 
stration thai  Jod  18  and  the  revelation  of  what 
He  is. 

(b)  A  Deed 

Of  this  we  can  only  speak  with  any  fulness 
after  we  have  considered  more  closely  the  nature 
of  sin.  Meantime,  we  notice  that  nothing  can 
prov9  the  love  of  God  except  an  effectual  dealing 
with  man's  utmost  need.  Fatherhood  is  meaning- 
less apart  from  Atonement ;  and  Jesus  always 
regarded  Himself  as  appointed  to  His  vocation 
by  His  Father.  Only  on  the  basis  of  atonement, 
can  the  relations  of  <  Jod  and  man  be  reconstituted; 
and  the  Fatherhood  of  God  find  its  fre  xlom  to  act. 
Only  wthin  the  kingdom,  thus  founded  can  God's 
fatherliness  be  the  joy  and  comfort  of  those  who 
have  now  becv  ma  His  children. 

(c)  A  Medium 

As  light  is  the  medium  of  vision,  so  is  the  Holy 
Spirit  represented  in  the  New  Testament  as  the 
means  whereby  men  see  God.  We  can  recognize 
Jesus  as  the  revealer  of  the  Father  only  as  this 
Divine  Light  illumines  the  minds  which  sin  has 
darkened.  These  three— the  Person,  the  Deed, 
the  Medium — give  us  knowledge  of  the  divine 
Fatherhood.  Apart  from  them  it  is  a  mere 
hazardous  surmise. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Thk  Personal  Being  of  God 

There  are  many  questions,  which  rise  spontan- 
eously in  our  minds,  as  we  reflect  upon  the  being 
of  God.  What  is  He  in  Himself  ?  How  is  He  re- 
lated to  this  visible  universe  7  The  Bible  does 
not  provide  a  complete  answer  to  such  questions. 
Certain  great  truths  emerge,  and  these  we  are  per- 
mitted and  required  to  study  reverently  and  hon- 
estly. 

The  Holy  Trinity 

The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  leads  into  unfathom- 
able depths  of  thought,  it  is  (tossible,  however,  to 
make  it  more  abb.^-use  than  any  statements  of  Scrip- 
ture render  necessary.  We  rise  to  the  doctrine  from 
certain  far  history  and  experience.  Jesus  we 
know  as  Son.      His  Father  and  our  Father  we 

know  throuj  Him.  The  Holy  Spirit  we  know  as 
the  "promise  >f  the  Father,"  of  whose  coming  and 
operation  Jesus  spoke  at  length  in  His  last  recorded 
discourse  (John,  chs.  14, 15, 16).  It  has  been  truly 
said,  "There  is  no  moment  when  Jesus  Christ 
expressly  reveals  this  doctrine.  It  was  overheard, 
rather  than  heard."  The  disciples  "came  to 
recognize  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  as  in- 
cluded in  their  deepening  and  enlarging  thought 
of  God."  This  recognition  dates  from  the  very 
dawn  of  Christianity;  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  see 
how  precious  the  doctrine  is  to  Christians,  or  why 
the  Church  has  held  so  tenaciously  to  it.  If  the 
Son,  as  the  great  executor  of  the  Father's  saving 
purpose,  be  not  divine;  if  the  Spirit,  as  the  abiding 
power  by  which  the  absent  Christ  becomes  present 
to  the  believing  heart,  be  not  the  Spirit  of  God,  the 
work  of  redemption  is  not  complete;  men  are  not 
yet  at  one  with  God. 
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We  find,  accordingly,  that  the  New  Testament, 
while  not  formulating  a  dogma  of  God's  triune 
Being,  interprets  the  divine  unity  through  these 
divine  Three  (Matt.  28  :  19;  Eph.  4  :  4-6;  2  Cor. 
13    :  14). 

In  later  days,  the  Church  was  called  on  to  defend 
this  faith  against  the  destructive  influence  of  mere 
speculation.  The  God  she  knew  and  worshipped  was 
no  abstract  Unity,  empty  and  lifeless,  but  a  Unity 
of  thought  and  love  and  purpose ;  within  which 
there  is  the  Father,  who  works  through  the  Son  by 
the  Spirit,  the  Son  who  comes  from  the  Father  and 
comes  by  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  whose  coming  and 
working  are  the  presence  and  operation  of  the 
Son  rid  the  Father. 

If  we  live  in  the  full  experience  of  redemption,  intel- 
lectual difficulties  will  not  trouble  us  any  more  than 
they  troubled  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament, 
who  were  at  once  strenuous  defenders  of  the  Unity 
of  God  and  devout  believers  in  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  together  included  in 
the  Godhead. 


The  Relation  of  God  to  the  Created  Universe 

Three  views  may  be  taken  of  the  relation  in 
which  God  stands  to  the  world. 

(a)  Pantheism.  This  theory  regards  God  and 
the  world  as  identical.  God  is,  as  it  were  absorb- 
ed in  the  world,  and  the  world  in  God. 

(b)  Deism.  This  theory  regards  Go<l  as  wholly 
distinct  from  the  world,  like  an  artificer  who  is 
quite  distinct  from  the  article  he  has    made. 

(c)  Christian  Theism.  The  Biblical  teaching  ex- 
cludes both  Pantheism  and  Deism.  God  is  not 
lost  in  the  world;  neither  is  He  utterly  separated 
from  it.  He  created  the  world  in  love,  in 
order  that  He  might  reveal   Himself  in  it,  and 
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impart  Himself  to  it,  and  might  bring  into  the  en- 
joyment of  fellowship  with  Himself  its  highest 
inhabitants,  beings  made  in  His  own  likeness. 
Hence  He  sustains  toward  the  world  a  two-fold 
relation  : — 

He  is  jn  it,  as  its  Life 

Its  laws  are  His  thoughts.  Its  forces  are  energies 
of  His.  Its  history  is  the  expression  of  His  pur- 
poses.    He  is  Himself  its  "far  off  divine  event." 

He  is  over  it,  as  its  Lord 

He  guides  it  to  the  achievement  of  His  own  de- 
sign. He  makes  it  the  instrument  of  His  will 
He  perseveres  in  His  working,  till  He  prepares  it 
to  be  the  means  of  His  self-revelation.  These  two 
aspects  of  God's  relation  to  the  world  must  not  be 
separated.  Finite  things  are  in  God,  and  yet  are 
not  lost  in  Him.  God  is  in  the  world,  and  yet 
He  ia  not  dependent  upon  it.  The  world  finds  its 
goal  in  union  with  God.  God  finds  His  glory  in 
the  redemption  of  the  world. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

Thb  Worth  or  Man 

The  whole  interest  of  Scripture  is  centred  in 
human  beings.  One  purpose  runs  through  the 
record  of  revelation,  viz.,  the  redemption  of  men. 
Human  nature,  accordingly,  must  have  in  the  sight 
of  God.  a  unique  and  incomparable  value.  The 
worth  of  man  for  God  grows  in  our  minds  as  we 
dwell  on  the  following  conaiderationa  : — 
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I.  Christ's  Love  to  Men 

Je8U3  loved  men  purely,  disinterestedly,  with  no 
regard  to  any  secondary  qualities  belonging  to 
them,  such  as  usually  attract  the  regard  of  men 
for  one  another.  He  saw  in  their  mere  humanity 
something  infinitely  precious,  which  He  was  will- 
ing to  spend  His  very  life  in  winning.  Rank 
mattered  nothing  to  Him.  The  characteristic 
method  of  His  ministry  was  to  seek  the  company 
of  the  outcast  (Matt.  11  :  19;  Mark  2  :  16-17). 
This  did  not  mean,  of  course,  that  moral  dif*  mc- 
tions  counted  for  little  with  Him  ;  but  it  did  mean 
that  man  as  such,  even  though  he  were  depraved 
and  destitute  of  all  claims  to  consideration,  was 
precious  to  Him.  This  method  culminated  on 
the  Cross,  whereon  Jesus,  consciously  and  definite- 
ly, died  for  men.  No  one  dies  for  that  which 
he  counts  of  little  value. 

The  love  of  Jesus  for  men   is,  moreover,  a  clear 
index  of  God's  estimate  of  them.       Jesus  Himself 
represents   His   love    to    men    as    the   inevitable 
outcome  of    His    deep   knowledge   of,    and  sym- 
pathy with  the  Father.      His   invitation    to    the 
weary  and  heavy  laden  comes  after  the  great  dec- 
laration of  Matt.  11  :  27.     He  knows  the  Father, 
and  therefore  He  lays  down  His  life  for  the  Sheep 
(John  10  :  15).    His  coming  into  the  world  at  all 
is  the  Father's  gift  (John  3  :  1   ).     Jesus  and  His 
Father,  both  set  on  man  a  value  for  which  no  tenns 
are  commensurate.    That  for  which  God  is  prepared 
to  give  His  son  must  be  priceless.      This,  the  plain 
teachmg  of  the  Gospels,   is  echoed  and   re-echoed 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  New  Testament,  so  that 
the  multiplication  of  references  is  needless  (Rom. 
6  :  8  ;  8  :  32  ;  1  John  4  :  7-11).     Man  has  unique 
value  in  the  eye  of  (iod. 
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2.  The  Manhood  of  Jesus 

Jesus  is  man,  completely  and  truly.  Even  those 
aspects  of  His  character,  which  belong  to  Him  alone 
of  all  the  Sons  of  men,  viz.,  perfect  goodness  and 
absolute  sinlessness,  do  not  separate  Him  from 
His  brethren  of  mankind.  They  belong  to  Him  as 
the  Son  of  Man.  They  indicate  what  human 
nature  in  its  ideal  truly  is,  and  what  through  union 
to  the  Son  of  Man  it  may  b^^ome.  Jesus  is  the 
revealer  of  the  Father.  He  is  also  the  revealer 
of  man.  Seeing  Jesus,  we  -^3  the  Father.  We 
see  also  what  we  were  made  capable  of  being,  and 
were  meant  to  be,  what,  through  redeeming  grace, 
we  may  yet  bee  3.  In  thirf,  that  we  are  capable 
of  becoming  like  jhrist,  lies  the  unique  excellence 
of  our  human  nature. 

3.  Christ's  Doctrine  of  Man 

His  view  of  human  nature,  may  be  summed 
up  in  His  conception  of  man,  as  a  being,  capable 
of  fellowship  with  God,  and  destined  to  the  rank 
of  divine  sonship.  When  He  speaks  of  man's  soul 
or  life  (Matt.  10  :  39),  He  is  thinking  of  man  as 
a  Person  or  Self,  with  a  unique  place  in  the  uni- 
verse, and  an  immense  destiny  of  tragedy  or  bles- 
sedness before  him.  When  He  speaks  of  man's 
spirit  (Mark  14  :  38  ;  Luke  23  :  46  ;  John  4  :  23), 
He  has  in  view  the  divine  nature  and  origin 
of  man,  as  a  living  being  having  affinities  with  God, 
who  can  find  his  home  and  rest  in  God  alone. 

To  such  a  being  u  /alue  attaches,  for  which  there  are 
no  earthly  measurements  (Matt.  10  :  31;  12  :  1.; 
Mark  2  :  27 ;  8  :  37) .  If  such  a  life  were  lost ,  nothing 
could  buy  it  back.  To  save  it  from  loss,  any  lesser 
thing,  however  precious  or  indispensable,  might 
well  he  part^Ml  with,  (Mark  9  :  43).  Such  a  value, 
appertaining  to  man  as  such,  makes  him  worth  any 
effort  to  redeem  and  save  (Matt.  18  :  10,  12-14). 
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4.  The  Tetching  of  the  New  Teitament 

The  worth  of  man  thiia  expressly  taught  by  Jesus 
is  the  deep  conviction  of  the  New  Testament  writers. 
They  do  not  attempt  a  systematic  treatment  of  the 
constitution  of  man.  But  they  emphasize  such 
points  88  these  : 

(a)  Human  Reiponsibility 

Man  possesseB  a  faculty  whereby  he  can  distin- 
guish good  and  evil  (Rom.  2  :  14, 16  ;  James  4  :  17; 
Heb.  6  :  14).  He  can  also  exercise  a  power  of 
choice,  which  determines  his  whole  moral  career. 
Ultimately,  this  choice  lies  between  the  world 
and  Christ  (Heb.  11  :  24-26).  His  salvation,  no 
doubt,  in  one  respect,  is  the  work  of  supernatural 
grace;  but,  in  another,  it  is  a  work  for  which  he  is 
responsible  (Phil.  2  :  12,  13). 

(b)  The  Vocation  of  Man 

^^  Ab  Jesus  was  profoundly  conscious  of  His  being 
"Sent"  by  the  Father,  so  every  man  who  knows  his 
right  relation  to  God,  understands  that  he  has  a 
mission  into  the  world.     In  its  loftiest  aspect,  the 
end  for  which  man  lives  is  the  glory  of  God  (1  Cor. 
10  :  31),  or  the  kingdom  of  God  (Col.  4  :  11),  or  the 
service  of  God  (Acts  27  :  23),  or  in  one  splendid 
word   "to  live   is   Christ"    (Phil.    1:   21).      The 
career  which  has  this  end  in  view  is  variously 
described  as  the  foUowing,  literally,  the  imitation 
of  God,  or  of  Christ,  or  of  the  apostles  of  Christ 
(Eph.  5  :   1  ;   1  Cor.  11  :    l  ;   Phil.  3  :    17) ;   or  a 
condition  of  bondage  toward  Christ  (Rom.  1:1); 
or  a  process  of  discharging  a  debt  (Rom.  1  :  14)! 
The  details  of  such  a  mission  defy  enumeration. 
They  extend  from  lowliest,  homeliest  beneficence, 
to  loftiest  spiritual  benefit. 
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(c)  The  Destiny  of  Man 

Heismeantfor0onBhiptowardGod(Hom.8: 12-17) 
and  for  a  likeness  to  ChriHt  progressively  realized 
in  time  (2  Cor.  3  :  18),  and  achieved  in  perfection 
hereafter  (1  John  3:3). 


CHAPTER    VIII. 
The  Sin  of  Man 
I.  Its  Nature 

Sin  IB  a  fact,  profound  and  far-reaching,  and  at  the 
same  time  close  to  the  experience  of  every  individual. 
Consider  what  God  is  :  a  Being  so  good  that  He  has 
created  a  nice  to  which  he  can  make  known  His  per- 
fections, and  upon  which  He  can  J^estow  the  gift 
of  feUowship  with  Himself.  Consider  what  man  is: 
a  being  made  in  the  image  of  God,  capable  of  enter- 
ing into  His  fellowship,  finding  his  highest  vocation 
and  his  ultimate  perfection  in  serving  God  and 
becoming  like  Him.  Consider  what  Christ  is  :  a 
Being,  human  and  divine,  in  whom  the  fellowship 
of  God  and  man  is  presented  as  actual  fact,  behold- 
i  ng  whom  we  see  at  once  the  revelation  of  the  Father, 
and  the  picture  of  what  we  were  meant  to  be. 

When  we  give  fuU  wight  to  theseconsiderationswe 
begin  to  understand  what  sin  is.  (a)  Its  poHnhility  lies 
in  the  fact  that  man  is  a  personal  being,  even  as  God 
is,  capalile  therefore,  of  asserting  himself  against 
God.  (b)  Its  seat  is  to  be  found  in  the  central  depth 
of  man's  personal  being,  which  we  call  the  will  or 
the  heart,  whence  arise  all  those  act'^ng,  v/hich  ex- 
press man's  moral  character,  (c)  I  ice  consists 
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in  the  assertion  of  man's  will  over  against  the  will  of 
God,  in  the  substitution  of  self-will  for  the  divine 
will,  as  the  dominant  influence  in  life  and  conduct. 

Aspects  of  Sin 

Sin,  accordingly,  may  be  desf  ribed  from  various 
points  of  view.     From  the  point  of  view  of  God's 
supremanj  over  the  universe  which  He  has  created, 
and  iE  sustaining,  and  leading  toward  beneficent 
ends,  it  is  revolt  from  His  holy  and  loving  Sover- 
eignty.   From  the  point  of  view  of  the  order  of  the 
universe  to  whose  maintenance  God  as  righteous  and 
loving  is  pledged,  it  is  breach  of  law,  an  attempt  to 
defeat  God's  gracious  designs.     From  the  point  of 
view  of  man'»  own  nature,  it  is  failure  to  fulfil  his 
vocation,  as  the  instrument  of    God's    purposes, 
refusal  to  accept  his  glorious  destiny,  as  God's  son 
and  heir.    Under  every  aspect   it  is  the  opposition 
of  man  to  God;  and  is  to  be  traced  to  a  condition 
of  man's  inner  spiritual  being.      Jesus   and   His 
a>>oBtles  are  at  one  in  opposing  any  view,  which 
regards  sin  as  consisting  in  merely  formal  or  out- 
ward acts.    They  view  it  primarily  as  a  state,  and 
then  as  an  act  or  series  of  acts  (Marie  7  :  20-23;  John 
8  :  21,  24,  34;  Item.  7  :  7-25;  1  John  1  :  10;  3  :  4,  9). 
The  remedy  for  sin,  accordingly,  cannot  lie  in  any 
outward  performance,  but  in  such  an  influence  as 
shall  reach  the  very  fountain  of  man's  being. 

a.  Its  Effects 

These  are  to  be  observed  even  in  the  sphere  of 
physical  nature  (Gen.  3  :  17;  Rom.  8  :  9-23).  They 
are  yet  more  terribly  evident  in  the  sphere  of  human 
nature. 

The  Misery  of  Sin 

The  catalogue  of  the  evils  which  sin  has  wrought 
is    inexhaustible.    Read    Paul's    terrible    charges 
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against  both  Gentiles  and  Jews  (Rom.  1  :  18-32  ; 
2  :  1-29).  Review  the  history  of  nations,  and 
conjure  up  a  vision  of  wrongs  and  crimes, 
which  have  filled  the  world  with  misery.  Search 
the  records  of  families  and  individuals,  and  con- 
ceive of  the  ncf^dleps  distresses  and  pains,  the  tears 
and  bitterness  dut  to  sin.  I.tt  us  examine  our 
own  lives;  and  begin  to  trace  the  sorrows  due 
to  our  sins.  Thus  will  there  deepen  within  us  a 
horror  of  that  revolt  from  God,  which  has  produced 
suffering  so  awful. 

The  Universality  of  Sin 

Yet  there  is  more  behind.  These  facts,  dreadful 
though  they  be,  are  not  merely  occasional,  neither 
are  they  merely  very  numerous.  They  are  the  signs 
and  manifestations  of  a  disease  of  human  nature, 
which  is  deep  seated  and  universal.  No  one,  who 
has  studied  the  Scripture,  or  history,  or  his  own 
heart,  believes  that  sin  is  anything  less  than  uni- 
versal, or  that  its  effects  can  ever  be  deemed 
trifling.  One  word  of  Jesus  settles  the  question 
(John  3:3).  Human  nature  is  tainted  at  the  root 
and  spring;  it  needs  to  be  recreated  there.  Of  this 
thought.  Scripture  is  full  (for  example,  Ps.  51  :  5; 
143  :  2;  Jer.  17  :  9;  Matt.  7  :  11;  Rom.  3  :  19,  20; 
8  :  5-8;  Eph.  2  :  1-3).  No  language  can  exceed 
the  tremendous  fact.  The  greater  or  less  quantity 
of  evil  deeds,  or  their  different  degrees  of  blame- 
worthiness, ought  not  to  blind  us  to  the  fact  that  in 
man  as  such,  in  the  most  cultured  and  refined  speci- 
mens of  the  race,  as  well  as  in  the  most  degraded, 
there  is  a  root  of  bitterness,  from  which  nothing  but 
evil  can  come,  and  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
any  man,  however  strong  and  resolute,  wholly  to 
extirpate. 
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Sin  as  an  Inheritance 

Even  this  is  not  the  whole  dreadful  truth.    Sin  is 
not  like  a  disease,  which  is  caught  by  infection;  so 
that  the  universality  of  sin  might  be  explained  by 
the  communication  of  evil  through  fellowship  and 
imitation.      It  is  something  men  are  borri  with,  or 
rather  bom  into.     Here  is  a  great  mystery.      Yet 
it  is  the  undoubted   testimony,  which  Jesus  and 
His  apostles  bear  regarding  men.     The  very  notion 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  a 
realm,  outside  the  kingdom,  to  which  men  as  sin- 
ners belong,  and  which  they  are  called  on  to  leave. 
This  realm  of  evil  Jesus   calls  "the  world,"  and 
describes  it   as  being  the   direct  opposite  of   the 
kingdom  of  God    (John    18  :  36;  17  :25;   14  :  17; 
12  :  31;  14  :  30).      It  is  an  organism,  pervaded 
by  the  spirit  of  evil,  and  dominated  by  a  power 
hostile    to    God;   and  within   this    organism    the 
whole  race  is  comprehended. 

The  same  solemn  mystery  is  expressed  by  Paul  in 
Rom.  5  :  12-21  (comp.lCor.15:  21,22,45a),  a  passage 
of  acknowledged  difficulty,  which,  however,  conveys 
unmistakably,  the  conception  of  the  race,  as  a  living 
organism,  to  which  sin  belongs,  as  an  inheritance, 
not  merely  of  moral  weakness,  but  of  guilt  and  con- 
demnation.    Our  being  thus  involved  in  the  sin 
of  the  race  does  not,  however,  cut  us  off  from  hope. 
If  "God  hath  shut  up  all  unto  disobedience,"  it  is 
"that  He  might  have  mercy  upon  all"  (Rom.  11  : 
32).     Our  worth  for  God  remains   what   it  was, 
only  intensified,  in  His  compassion,  by  our  misery. 
Our  membership  in  the  race  does  not  destroy  our 
personality.     God  appeals    to    us    as    responsible 
agents  (Ezek.  33  :  11).     Jesus  declares  that  men 
need  to  be  bom  again:  yet  He  bids  them  "repent" 
and  "come."     Paul  declares  men's  utter  helpless- 
ness; yet  he  presses  upon  them  the  duty  of  receiving 
Christ. 
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3«  Its  Judgment 

Sin,  then,  is  a  fact  for  God,  a  reality  in  His  sight, 
1  confronting  Him  in  the  realm  of  moral  and  spiritual 

life,  standing  between  Him  and  the  fulfilment  of 
His  gracious  design.  Against  it  His  holy  and  loving 
nature  re-acts  in  just  and  awful  judgment.  The 
sinner  as  such  stands  under  God's  condemnation,  in 
revocation  of  which  he  can  offer  no  plea  or  argument. 
The  loving  and  sympathetic  Jesus,  no  less  than  the 
conscience  stricken  psalmist  or  apostle,  proclaims 
man's  guilt,  and  his  utter  destitution  of  all  merit  of 
his  own  (Luke  7  :  42;  Matt.  18  :  23-35;  6  :  12). 
Even  while  he  yearns  over  sinners,  and  deals  with 
them  in  utmost  tenderness.  He  declares  them  "lost" 
(Luke  15  :  4,  8,  24;  19  :  10).  There  is  no  need  to 
multiply  passages  to  prove  the  heart  shaking  fact, 
to  which  conscience  gives  trembling  assent,  that  sin 
brings  with  it  guilt,  and  makes  the  sinner  liable  to 
condemnation,  and  to  the  penalty  in  which  con- 
demnation takes  effect  (Rom.  3  :  19;  Eph.  2:3; 
Gal.  3  :  10). 
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The  Penalty  of  Sm 

If,  then,  we  ask  for  a  name  which  shall  express 
that  condemnation,  there  is  but  one  answer,  and 
that  is.  Death,  the  death  of  the  sinner  on  both 
sides  of  his  complex  nature;  spiritual  death  in  ex- 
clusion from  the  divine  fellowship,  and  that  physical 
death  which  has  the  sting  of  sin  in  it  (Rom.  5  :  12; 
6  :  23;  7  :  24;  8  :  2;  1  Cor.  15  :  56).  Death  is  the 
sacrament  of  sin.  It  is  the  sign,  the  seal,  and  the 
application  to  the  sinner  of  the  meaning  and  con- 
sequences of  his  sin.  If  he  is  ever  to  be  redeemed, 
God  must  "  'itively  deal  with  the  sin  as  to  remove 
it;  and  He  c;..  deal  with  it  effectively  only  by  such 
an  action  as  shall  include  dying. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

The  Death  of  Christ 

From  this  view  of  the  evil  sin  has  wrought,  we 
turn  to  contemplate  the  redemption  God  has 
achieved  for  sinful  men,  together  with  the  new  life 
which  flows  from  His  mercy. 

The  Old  Testament  proclaims  the  need  of  an 
atonement  for  human  sin;  teaches  the  necessity 
of  sacrifice  as  the  basis  of  atonement;  and  predicts 
that  such  a  sacrifice  will  one  day  be  provided. 
Such  thoughts  are  expressed  symbolically  in  the 
sacrificial  ritual,  and  more  directly  and  spiritually 
in  the  writings  of  prophets  and  psalmists.  In  the 
53rd  chapter  of  Isaiah,  the  Old  Testament  revelation 
of  redemption  reached  its  climax.  Here  we  see 
that  forgiveness  is  ground  '  in  the  sufferings  of 
one,  who,  though  himself  sinless,  makes  himself 
one  with  sinners,  and  suffers  in  their  place.  The 
53rd  of  Isaiah  is  our  clue  to  the  teaching  of  the 
New  Testament  regard-ng  the  redemption  of  men. 
Our  Lord's  Teaching  Regarding  His  Death 

Jesus  does  not  give  a  systematic  statement  of 
doctrine.  It  is,  therefore,  all  the  more  impressive 
to  note  how  large  a  space  His  death  occupied  in 
His  thoughts,  and  how  emphatically  He  set  it 
forth  as  His  redemptive  work.  Confining  our- 
selves to  the  first  three  Gospels,  we  note  :— 

(a)  Allusions 

It  is  deeply  interesting  to  listen  to  His  allusive 
references   to   His   death  (Matt.    5  :  10-12;   Luke 

11  :  49,  50;  Matt.  23  :  37;  Mark  9  :  12,  13;  Luke 

12  :  49,  50;  Mark  2  :  19,  20;  Matt.  12  :  40).  None 
of  these  contain  any  express  teaching  as  to  the  sig- 
nificance of  His  death ;  but,  together,  they  show 
bow  full  His  mwd  was  of  the  thought  of  it. 
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(b)  Predictions 

We  observe,  further,  that  there  came  a  time  in 
His  training  of  the  twelve,  when  He  definitely  and 
continuously  impressed  upon  them  both  the  impend- 
ing fact,  and  the  divine  necessity,  of  His  dying  (Mark 
8:31;  9  :  31;  10  :  32-34);  and  paraUels  in  Matthew 
and  Luke.      Even  in  these  passages,  there  are  no 

oanded  explanations,  but  there  is  the  clear  state- 
i_  nt  of  the  doctrine  of  a  suffering  Messiah,  a  doc- 
trine, which  Peter,  speakmg  for  his  fellow-disciples, 
utterly   repudiated. 

(c)  £xpIana:.on8 

Our  attention  is  drawn  to  two  passages,  in  which 
our  Lord  interprets  for  us  His  death  in  the  light  of 
two  great  religious  ideas. 

The  first  of  these  sayings  is  that  contained  in 
Mark  10  :  35-45.  The  whole  passage  is  full  of 
the  thought  of  suffering  and  death.  The  two  desire 
a  share  in  His  glorv;  He  invites  them  to  a  share 
in  His  cup  and  His  baptism.  The  ten  are  at 
the  same  point  of  view  as  the  two,  and  imagine 
that  greatness  lies  in  sovereignty;  Jesus  bids  them 
know  that  greatness  lies  in  ministry.  Such  a  ministry 
does  He  perform.  The  objects  of  that  ministry  are 
men  whose  lives  were  forfeit  beyond  all  ability  of 
theirs  to  recover  or  redeem  (Mark  8  :  36,  37;  cf. 
Ps.  49  :  7,  8;  Job  33  :  23,  24).  The  aim  of  His 
ministry  is  to  set  these  forfeited  lives  free,  by  laying 
down  His  own  as  a  ransom.  The  meaning  b  that 
Christ's  death  is,  as  an  act,  in  itself  redemptive.  By 
it,  our  lives  are  saved. 

The  second  passage  is  that  recording  the  institu- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Supper  (Mark  14  :  22-24,  and 
the  parallels  ;  consult  also  1  Cor.  11  :  24,  25). 
The  significance  of  the  Supper,  as  instituted 
by  Christ  is  to  be  foimd,   partly,  in  the  action. 
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and  partly,  m  the  explanatoiy  word      Th« 
phatic  Doint  in  *u^      *•       .  ^"®    <^ra- 

broken  7nd  ti^  '°°  ""  *^**  *^«  b™«<l  was 

.      '  ^"**  tne  wine  poured  onf      R^*i.  * 

make  an  impressive  svmhnl  of^    .u  together, 

symbolic  of  Hrdeath  ttt \h!  ^^"^'^'.^"^  '*  '«  «* 
to  His  disciples  round  t'hlf.  m  ^  ^'^  «'^'"  ^^^  ^im 
of  every  Z  and  .?  *f  ^''  ^"^  *°  «*«  disciples 

apread^e  exln  T''  ^^''"^  '^'  «^™«  ^^^le  is 
"MyWoodofthl?        ^^  ^^"-^  ^  "Covenant"- 

for  many  unto  rrn^i^Ll:,^^^^^  ::f  \^  «^«^ 
reverts  to  the  ''fundamentT'  /^*"^"^>-  This 
the  Old  Testamel'^rd  t'hr'r  ''""  °' 
Covenant,   which,   when  broL    He  f  '"^^ 

CoveLt,  an^thfcl^:    X^tn^r  V'' 
so,  because  it  is  a  sacrifirp     I-  u  L  f^.     '      ^' *» 

more  clearly  and  fuUy  indioat«jT  ?h        '.,"°° 
prediction  of  Isaiah  63  '"'"<'  '"  ""o  suWime 

develops,  tkchin"    He  dwe&'^  ^^"^  '"* 

of  Christ  as  an  examnl!  L  It  ""'"«  "»  J^"'* 
«»  chara^er  as  rZ^,'":,^ 'a ''St^^^  » 

SS.:£tt:n1r-^'  ""  effS-dt,^', 
from  g;i  a  Petert°i8)!'^"''""''''''»''*™ 
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(2)  The  Apostle  Paul  haa  the  fuUest  treatment 
of  thiB  subject  to  be  found  in  the  New  Testament. 
Atonement  is  a  deed,  corresponding  to  the  fact  of 
8tn.    As  sm  stands  between  God  and  man,  atone- 
ment must  consist  in  a  deed,  which  removes  sin 
from  Its  place;  and  thU  deed,  Paul,  declares,  in  full 
harmony   with   the   Old   Testament  and  with  the 
teachmg    of    Jesus,    to   be  a   sin-bearing   death, 
endured  by  the  Messiah,  the  Servant  of  the  Lord 
the  Son  of   God.     The  divine  dealing  with  sin 
«  expressed  by  Paul  in  three  great  phrases  :  (i) 
Redemptu>n  (Gal.  3  :  13);  (ii)  Propitiation  (Rom. 
d  .  ^5.  26);  (m)  Reconciliation  (Rom.  5  :  10;  2  Cor. 
o  I  18—21). 

(3)  The  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  is  saturated 
with  Ideas  belonging  to  the  sacrificial  ritual  of 
the  Old  Testament,  and  presents  the  death  of 
Ohnst  as  a  sacrifice,  which  enables  sinful  men  to 
approach  God;  explaining  it  by  reference,  both  to 
the  sacrifice  by  which  the  Covenant  w?8  initiated 
and  to  the  sacrifice  of  the  day  of  atonement. 

(4)  Ihe  fourth  Gospel  presents  the  leading  aspects 
ofatonement  as  follows:  (a)  Its  source,  which  is  two- 
fold :  (1)  the  love  of  God  (3  :  16);  and  (ii)  the  free 
surrender  of  the  Son  to  His  vocation  (10  :  11, 15  17 
18);  (b)  its  necessity  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  con- 
nection which  binds  together  sin  and  death,  and 
death  and  life  (3  :  14;  12  :  24);  (c)  its  condition  in 
the  experience  of  the  believer,  which  is  an  actual 
vital  feUowship  with  Christ  (6  :  41  48  51) 
nu^  *^«"^l"de  therefore,  that  the  Scripture  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  are  in  complete  accord 
and  proclaim   the   death  of  Christ,   as  the  deed 
through  which  there  has  been  accomplished  the 
reconciliation  of  God  and  man. 
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CHAPTER  X. 
The  Redemption  of  Men 
I.  What  We  Needed 

of  «in,  aa  we  havrdone^n  a  r  """'^''  *^«  "^*"^« 
aspects  of  it  are  man"^;'  '^''"°"'  '^'^P^^'''  '"^'^^ 
(«)  Power 

men.''    Eve^  'Z'"/     ^T    ''^    *^«     «v«,    of 

which  he  desires^o  iT?     ^*  ^J*  °PP^^'"«  *he  good 
defeat  and  7^'    ^hZ'  ^"^  ««'"«  ''^  «fe  lith 

it.  by  attendingTo  otherThlrr.t  ^"''*  °^ 
there,  and  from  time  to  tim«l!'      f       '"'°'^  '*  « 

(b)  Guilt 

Sin  is  flruilf      xr^ 

honest  w^hhim^;^;"'!V'^''"'^"^«"   he  is 

he  in  not  responll^  7o?"t    te'a'  ""'  T"^  *^«* 
'«  ou«.     We  cannot  rL       ^f '^'^  '?"ilty      Sin 

-tion.  The  evX  ing^rt'th^'  ''  "'"'^'"■ 
verse  roll  in  upon  us  n  •  J  ^"^  """"'^^  ""i" 
Holy  One.  makes  ^  TJl  '';^'"*'  ««^'  the 
our  inmost  sout  •■  ^'"'  "P**"  «'"  '^'t  in 

(c)  Death 

Sin  is  death      Tf   «,.. 
^ndthat  is  death  thrr.fP*"'*'°"    '«"»  God- 
-ch.ding  h^Sil'Vht        °^    the  whole  ni:^: 

tion.accordingiris'^S  "''^"^  '°'-  "^^'"P- 
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(i)  Man    cannot    deal   with    hU   own   sin.    Man's 
inability  to  break  its  power,  atone  for  its  guilt,  and 
bear  its  death  penalty,  is  patent,  and  needs  no 
demonstration.      Self-redemption  is  an  utter  impos- 
sibility,     (ii)  God  must  intervene,    if  redemp^o.. 
IS  to  be  accomplished.     He  alone  can  grapple    ath 
this  awful  thing,  which  man  has  cast  in  His  -.  iy 
God  cannot  pass  it  by.     It  is  a  menace  to  the  mt :  u 
order,  nay,  to  the  whole  creation,  which  it  will 
destroy,  if  it    be   not   itself   destroyed.      A  mere 
word  will  not  suffice.     God  must  act;  and,  in  act- 
ing, He  wiU  have  to  suffer.      Such  necessity  has 
Bin   imposed   upon  Him.     (iii)   This   act   of  God, 
wrought   by   Him   for   man,   cannot  be   wrought 
apart  from  man.      God's  act  mast,  in  some  sense, 
be  man's  act.     Men  cannot  be  saved,  like  a  herd  of 
cattle,  by  an  action  wholly  outside  of  them.     The 
deliverance  is  from  an  evil,  which  is  part  of  them- 
selves.    God  must,  therefore,    in   human  nature, 
do  that  of  which  humanity  is  incapable. 
2.  What  God  has  Done 

The    teaching  of   Scripture,    whose   main   lines 
were  indicated  in  the  previous  chapter,  converges 
on  this,  that  the  death  of  Christ,  is  the  ground  of  re- 
conciliation.    This  is  the  "commendation"  of  the  di- 
vine love,  that,  "Christ  died  for  us"  (Rom.  5  :   8). 
This  is  the  Gospel,  which  Paul  received  anddeliveredi 
that  "Christ  died  for  our  sins,  according  to  the 
Scriptures"    (1   Cor.    15  :  3).     There   is   no  other 
Gospel.     The  Cross  is  the  meeting  point  of  the  love 
of  God  and  the  sin  of  man.     Sin  nails  Chri.st  to  the 
Tree,  and  there  He  bears  it  in  His  own  Iwdy     This 
18  the  mystery  of  love.     We  shall  never  be  aJ>Ie  fully 
to   understand    it.     We   cannot,    however,    refrain 
from  pondering  it.      Indeed,  with  every  reverent 
thought  we  bestow  upon  it,  our  love  and  joy  be- 
como  deeper  and  more  full. 
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may  enter  into  the  exporieronf       ^u      ''"^  P"'"''*" 
for  instance,  may  take     "k        ?''"'"•    ^^"^ther, 

«he  be,  the'siafof  her  so^^'i'.^"""^  *^«"^h 
heavy  load.  Even  L  Z  """f  ^'^'  '^'"^  ««  ^ 
take  to  H.mself  the  ZsffZllt  ""  *'^  ^^«- 

^^-tl^er.     Hia^JhSriiHlfbeen   ""T'^  '^  *^^ 
the  Father's   will      t  '  r?      .   ^"  ^P«"t  in   doin^ 

Plete  willing  obedience  wk1"*°  ^^  '''™  ^'^''^t  <^«m- 
«od.     In  Him    Cr'       ;      .''  ^"'  ^'•«'"  '^^'^^  to 
an  entire  faith^ilnrtoX"'^'.    '^  ^°  '^^  ««- 
.f^ather  laid  upon  ffirn       On  T'r  *"'  "'^'^^  "'« 
•ence  of  Christ  reaches' to?"  ^'''''''  ^''^  ^^'^d" 

H'-mself  upon  the  all  an  ?";"'"*'""•     "*''">'« 
Cc)  On  the  rZ     r  P*""^^*  sacrifice. 

"Ponsin.   He  did  not  sX  J'»«t  judgment 

"-  fully  entered  into  CnH'  ""^  "'^^""^cious  victin.. 
^f.-onlyasinCX^^^^^^^^ 
Th.is  as  man,  and  for  man  h1  t  '  T^"' ^'^'''■"''• 
f  -"•  Within  the  dSesf  of7  ''  P'"'^'^^ 
took  place  which  i«  «uggeZ  tf  r^^'  ""''^ 
;«-«d,  in  these  solemn  wo^  '.h";'^\"«^,  d'^ 
"o  .sin.  He  made  to  hn  «;.  '     """   ^^o  knew 

the  Lord  laid  on  H^   he' . ""  T  '"^''''•"    ^here. 
the  blood  w,»s  shi^  w  ih    7"'^  "^  "«  '^"-     There. 
«'■"  indeed  i«  n.X    S  '["T?  "'^  ^'•-n  "'•  .sin 
'"ightier.     ThereViin^"'"'"'^^*'^'--   - 

^  "^  tu    ^  5- -  ^^^^^^^ 
-.-t  deliver  H^----^Lr^ 


^m'^-'^Ts  wttM,' 
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not  also  mf  ,  him  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  "  (Rom. 
8  :  32). 


3.  What  we  have  in  Christ 

Sin  no  longer  bars  the  way.     In  its  place  is  Christ, 
crucified  and  risen.     Yet  even  Christ,  in  all  His 
atonmg  might,  could  not  save  us,  if  He  were  to 
remain  outside  of  us.  Himself  an  historic  Figure, 
His  Cross,  the  monument  of  a  p^eat  tragedy.     It  is 
not  enough,  even,  that  He  should  sympathetically 
enter  into  our  experience,  and  bear  and  do,  what  we 
should  have  suffered  and  achieved.    There  must  be 
abo,  an  identification  of  us  with  Him,  so  that  all 
that  IS  His  becomes  ours,  even  as  aU  that  was  ours 
was  made  His.    Scripture  testifies,  and  experience 
confirms,  and  the  Christian  life  by  its  fruits  attests 
that  there  is  wrought  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  through 
faith  on  our  part,  a  real,  living,  spiritual  union  with 
Christ  (Rom.  8  :  9,  10 ;  1  Cor.  6  :  15  ;  Gal.  2  :    20; 
Eph.  3  :  17),  which  is  closer  than  any  human  analogy 
can  adequately  describe.      Such    a    union,   is  the 
condition  of  our   receiving  every   blessing,  which 
comes  to  us  through  Christ.    Nothing  comes  to  u 
outside  of  Christ.      The  order  of  grace  is  :   first 
Christ  IS  in  us,  and  we  are  in  Him  ;   ther.,    all    that 
IS  His  becomes  ours.      The  Apostle    Paul   (Rom. 
6,  7,  8),  and  the  Apostle  John,  or  rather  Christ  Him- 
self, reported  by  John  (John,  chs.  6,  15).  make  our 
redemption  rest  on  our  vital  communion  with  the 
Saviour.     It  is,  accordingly,  impossible  to  make  a 
list  of  our  possessions  in  Christ.     Our  riches  in  Him 
are   "unsearchable."      Victory  over   sin    and   the 
world  is  ours ;    because    the    death    of  Christ   is 
sin's   defeat,  and  we  are  evermore  led  in  triumph 
in   Him.       Forgiveness   is   ours,    hec.ause   Christ's 
death  to  sin  is    truly,    though   spirituaUy,    ours  ; 
and    justification    is    pronounced   upon    us,    not 
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CHAPTER  XI. 
'^HE  Holy  Spirit 

"""'^y.    In  anothe'^^^'-'f-'WullyandslrS; 
have  no  power  to  live  itT,',,         ""'  """^■-  ""d  we 
on  Another,  who  in  clot'o  „  "  ™"""^  <""»"de„, 
That  Other,  who  ia  tl,;   ,         *""■  "•""ery  selves 
"""  doi„«  is  .he-HSy'^/piSX;'  °"  ""  ""i^^' 

''t??*""""  "'*'"'«  »"h.  Spirt, 

TheSpiritasanere„„„i  . 

to  .^e  ™i„d  of  „„r1:^""'j'«-; J  *»'inot,y  p,ese„, 
of  heSpirit  (I,uke4  ■  °S)    »?"""«'  anointing 
SP'rit  (Matt,  12:  as);'^'  """«»«  Power  ,„  the 
|«au,s.  the  Spirit  (Mar^l  '  ,1,"" '"'"' ""' '""m 
'n  the  fourth  Gosoel    H«      "  ,  ^'     -^^  "^^ny  places 
Pe-o„  distinct  iZml:i:t  °'  *'«  «P'"'-" 
\6.  26;  15  :  26;  16  .-  7  Hit  ^^Z?''^'^^^^'  ehs.  14  • 
of  the  Apostle  Paul  U's  n!". .    .     '^^'^^^ts^tiom 
Prehensive.    The  activ^^Co^  'TV^^  '^^  ^^o- 
whole  range  of  man's  fnnn?       *^^  ®P'"t  «>ver  the 

o'thenew]ife(fo::4t;-G7f 

--•e;-.h..,hou^l^^^^^^^^^ 


THE    HOLY   SPIRIT 


39 


of  the  epistle  to  the  Romans,  vs.  9, 11, 15, 16,26,27). 
An  examination  of  these  passages,  tnd  many  others 
will  show  (hat,  to  Paul,  the  Spirit  was  not  a  mere 
influence,  but  a  real  Penson  (1  Cor.  12  :  11;  2  :  13), 
whom  he  places  on  an  equality  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son  (1  Cor.  12  :  4-6  ;  2  Cor.  13  :  14  ; 
Eph.  4  :  4-6).  Such  teachings  interpret  and 
illumine  our  experience,  and  tell  ua  who  it  is,  of 
whose  presence  and  power  we  have  been  aware  in 
all  the  movements  of  our  spirit  Godward,  upon 
whom  we  are  entirely  dependent  for  the  origin 
and  maintenance  of  our  Christian  life. 

2.  The  Coming  of  the  Spirit 

Jesus  has  Himself  received  the  Spirit,  not,  how- 
ever, that  He  might  keep  for  Himself  this  precious 
gift,  but  ihat  He  might  impart  it  free.'y,  to  all  who 
are  His  (john  1  :  32,  33). 

(i )  The  Pre  nise 

In  the  midstream  of  His  ministry  (John  7  :  37- 
39),  Jesus  looks  forward  to  a  period,  after  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  His  work  on  earth,  when 
they,  who  have  received  out  of  His  fulness,  should 
be  channels  of  blessing  to  othere.  On  the  eve  of 
His  departure  (John  16  :  7),  He  makes  more  plainly 
the  same  prediction.  The  Spirit  is  to  be  His  repre- 
sentative, and  the  medium  of  His  presence.  He  de- 
parts, but  the  Spirit  comes;  and  in  the  Spirit,  He  is 
present  and  thus  the  declarations  of  Matt.  18  :  20 
and  28  :  20  are  verified.  Only  through  the  Spirit 
have  we  fellowship  with  Christ.  In  the  Spirit,  we 
have  His  "real  Presence." 

(a)  The  Fulfilment 

There  is  a  twofold  bestowal  of  the  Spirit,  (a) 
For  quickening,  for  power  to  believe,  for  union 
with  the  unaeen  Christ  (John  20  :  22).      (b)  For 
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endowment   with  a    * 

great   com^i,,:,^^   whth^^w'"^""'   «f  the 
«e;ved(Act8l:5,8;2     L       T       'P^^   have   re- 
g'ft.  the  waiting  comnlnv^"-  ^"  ^^'«  Pentecostal 
Spirit.     ''Tl.ey^ZTinTZr^t''''''^^^^^ 
No  more  significant  s  tat  emj  o    ^'  ""''"  ^^-*-" 
Testament.    It  mean«  f^T  ?  *'*'''""  »«  the  New 
^««  then  found^  Z  f  ?  '^«  Church  of  ChZ 

;-."J-ated   a  XTniuot^  th^'^  ""^  ^« 
which  we  now  live     CoZ     V^®  ^P'"*'   ""der 
the  past  had  brought  to 7^"^  ^'"^  *he  utmost 
th'ng.    The  commScaLt  T"!'  '^"^  ^^  *  "«^ 
er^  had  hitherto  bee^^e^rnaf  ^^  ^^^^  *°  hehev- 
the  Spirit  dwells  in  tTem      ?1'^'^  P^^''^"     ^ow 
andtheirt,^3f««;    Their  union  to  Christ 
.^'th  ever,  activity  in  hL  1  "'^'  *°««ther 

'ndweUing  and  inworkh^  of  thT?'  "''  ^""^  *°  *he 

•ng  ot  the  Spint  of  God. 

(3)  The  Abiding  Gift 

.    ^^^  'ts  nature  defined     ti.      -, 

«  not  independent  of  Christ      %f' ^^  '^'  Spirit 
;ome  at  all,  until  and    Zees  It  ^'"'   ^'^"^^t 
(John   7:  39).     The  C^u^'^'  he  glorified 
^'nd  nothing  to  bestow  wWch  th""  T^'"^  *°  teach 
'n  Chnst  does  not  supplwjoh    f/"^*^   that   is 
atonmg  work  i«  the'^ne'^^^"  ''  '  ''~''>-     The 
evey  blessing  which  the  Sp^?^  ^'^"PP^^'tion  of 
14;  4  :  4^).    The  work  of  rf-    ""«^  ^^^^-  3  :   13 
the  nature  of  the  Xf  the  Sn^J'  *'*'^'°^«'  ^^^^ 
the  condition.  uLrX^^'"'' ««d  defines,  also, 

namely,  the  glorifying  oTtherr*"^*^'^  *^«  P" 
'n  our  doctrine.      ^      '^®  ^^"«t.  in  our  life.  Ind 

^•^'(SlT^^tdl^^^^^ 

'^jty;  ^  (John  7t  '^.  T^'y  -^d  libe,: 

^   '"*    hountifulnc^,.    pu/ '  (^f  V  "  I's^ 
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signifying  effectual  conveyance  and  consignment; 
pour  (Acts  2  :  17)  expressing  abundance  (Titus 
3  :  6),  and  refreshment,  (Acts  3  ;  19). 

(c)  The  requisite  for  its  reception.  What  is  given 
cannot  be  paid  for.  But  it  may  be  a^ked  for,  out  of  a 
sense  of  need.  He  who  bestows  this  gift  teaches  us  to 
ask  for  it,  and  promises  it  upon  the  asking.  Study 
the  waiting  prior  to  Pentecost,  the  prayer,  united, 
definite,  earnest,  believing,  persevering.  Ponder 
Luke  11  :  13.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  that,  for  the 
individual  and  the  Church,  there  is  a  gift  of  the 
Spirit  ready,  upon  the  simple  condition  of  asking, 
such  as  has  not  been  known  since  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost. Every  genuine  revival  is  merely  a  hint  of 
what  the  Father  is  willing  to  bestow,  in  accordance 
with  the  intercession  of  our  glorified  Redeemer. 


CHAPTER   XII. 
The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit:  Regeneration 

The  work  of  the  Spirit  in  a  human  soul  is  varied , 
complex,  and  profoundly  mysterious.  That  aspect 
of  it,  which  concerns  the  b^inning  of  the  new  life, 
is  named  regeneration. 

I.  The  Need  for  it 

Our  Lord  and  His  apostles  are  singularly  moderate 
in  their  expressions.  The  very  calmness  of  their 
utterances,  however,  makes  more  emphatic  the 
facts  they  state.  Our  Lord  declares  that,  without 
a  change  so  great  that  it  can  only  be  described  after 
the  analogy  of  birth,  a  man  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
aad  cannot  gnter  it  (John  ^  :  3, 6);  and  of  this  state- 
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«ee«  Its  divine  meanin/and  no  '*'  ''"^  "°  "^«n 
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further  possibility  of  redemption  (Matt.  12  :  31,  32; 
1  John  6  :  16;  Heb.  6  :  4-6;  10  :  26-29). 

3,  The  Act  of  Regeneration 

Paul  describes  it  as  the  be,  inning  of  a  new  man- 
hood.   (Gal.  2  :  20;  2  Cor.  5  :  15-17).     Let  us  not 
belittle  the  glory  of  this  fact.    Of  course,  it  does  not 
mean  that  we  as  persons  are  destroyed,  and  that  new 
persons  are  created.    But  it  does  mean  that  into  the 
various  powers    and   principles   which   constitute 
human  nature,  a  new  factor,  the  quickening  power  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  is  introduced;  and  that  the  product 
is  a  new  man,  a  man  of  a  new  moral  type,  the  power 
of  whose  acting  is  Christ,  dwelling  in  him  by  the 
Spirit.    John  adheres  yet  more  closely  to  the  anal- 
ogy of  birth  (John  1  :  12,  13).     By  this  divine 
operation,   men   "become,"   what   they   were  not 
before,  "children  of  God,"  and  have  a  character, 
consistent  with  their  origin. 

• 

4.  Conversion 

Regeneration    is    very    closely    connected    with 
conversion;  but  it  is  to  be  distinguished  from  con- 
version, as  cause  from  effect.     Regeneration  is  the 
act  of  God,  implanting  the  new  life  in  man.    Con- 
version is  the  conscious  act,  whereby  a  person,  who 
is  of  an  age  to  be  capable  of  voluntary  action,  turns 
from  Self  to  Christ,  and  enters  upon  a  new  personal 
relation  to  Him.     It  is  possible  that,  in  many  cases, 
regeneration  has  taken  place  at  a  period  preceding 
that,  at  which    the  conscious  surrender  to  Christ 
is  made.     In  other  cases,  regeneration   and  con- 
version are  simultaneous  acts.     But  in  all  cases, 
the  act  of  God,  and  the  act  of  man,  quickened  by 
God,  are  to  l)e  distinguished. 
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3.  The  Means 

Let  it  be  well  understood,  that  etvrything  the  soul 
needs  is  in  Christ,  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  had 
anywhere  save  in  Him.  Then  we  shall  understand 
that  there  are  not  tv,'o  ways  of  being  saved,  by 
faith  as  regards  forgiveness,  and  by  effort  as  re- 
gards holiness.  Both  holiness  and  forgiveness, 
sanctification  and  justification,  are  our  possessions 
in  Christ;  they  are  to  be  had  in  precisely  the  same 
way,  by  the  appropriation  of  faith. 

4.  The  Result 

As  Christ  is  the  starting-point,  and  the  power,  so 
also  He  is  t-he  goal,  of  the  whole  process  of  sanctifi- 
cation. The  question  of  the  stage  in  that  process,  at 
which  he  has  arrived,  is  one  which  no  man  can 
answer,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  put,  save  to 
remind  ourselves  of  the  heights  of  attainment  to 
which  we  are  called.  Theoretical  statements  of 
what  may  be  attainable  in  this  life  are  always 
dangerous.  Experii.ientally  the  following  proposi- 
tions are  true  :  (a)  A  Christian  need  not  sin;  if  he 
does  it  is  his  own  fault;  there  is  no  failure  of  divine 
power  to  keep  him  from  falling,  (b)  No  Christian 
has  reached  all  he  is  required  to  be;  and,  therefore, 
a  deep  humility  must  always  ir-.  s  judgments 

upon  himself,  (c)  All  Christians  may  have,  and, 
therefore,  ought  to  have  Christ's  joy  fulfilled  in 
them,  that  is,  the  joy  of  full  consecration  (John  15: 
11).  (d)  Every  Christian  must  rest  for  acceptance 
upon  Christ's  redeeming  work;  but  may  rest  there 
in  deep  assurance  and  unbroken  peace. 
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whole  mind  towards  men.  God  has  nothing  to  say 
to  men,  of  which  Christ  is  not  the  sum  and  substance. 
Whenever  Grod  speaks  to  men,  this  is  the  Word  He 
uses;  and  when  we  listen  to  God  this  is  the  Word 
we  hear  and  receive. 

When  we  remember  however,  what  Christ  is, 
we  find  that  there  is  another  sense,  in  which  we 
may  use  the  phrase  "word  of  God."  God  was 
not  silent  toward  men  before  Christ  came.  Christ 
is  the  culmination  and  fulfilment  of  what  God 
had  been  saying  to  His  people,  "by  divers  portions 
and  in  divers  manners"  (Heb.  1:1).  And  now  that 
Christ  is  withdrawn  from  sight  and  hearing,  God 
has  not  silenced  this,  His  final  word.  Among  those 
who,  in  the  first  generation  of  believers,  heard  that 
Word,  certain  men  were  selected  and  equipped  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  give  all  succeeding  generations 
a  perfect  presentation  of  Christ  in  His  character 
and  His  mission.  Now,  accordingly,  though  we 
cannot  see  Christ  with  our  bodily  eye,  nor  touch 
Him  with  our  hands,  we  can  still  apprehend  and 
appropriate  Him.  The  Old  Testament,  which  leads 
up  to  Christ,  and  the  New  Testament,  which  pre- 
sents Him  to  the  world,  constitute  together  the 
WTitten  Word  of  God.  Christ  is  its  only  theme  (John 
5  :  39;  Rom.  1  :  2;  Rev.  19  :  10). 

When,  moreover,  the  word  of  God,  as  a  WTitten  re- 
cord, is  read  or  heard,  the  Word  of  God,  as  the  living 
Son  of  God  and  Redeemer  of  men,  is  conveyed  to 
reader  or  hearer,  and  may  be  and  ought  to  be,  immed- 
iately and  definitely  accepted  in  His  fulness.  The 
Holy  Scriptures,  accordingly,  are  essential  to  the 
maintenance  and  development  of  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  Church  and  of  every  individual  believer;  and  they 
are,  in  respect  both  of  duty  and  of  doctrine, 
authoritative,  clear,  and  sufiicient. 
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2.  Prayer 

In  Christ,  and  in  the  Scriptures,  God  speaks 
to  'is.  There  is  a  sense  in  which  our  reply  is 
made  in  our  conduct,  our  character,  and  the 
whole  tenor  of  our  life.  Our  relation  to  God, 
however,  permits  of  a  nearer  approach,  a  more 
definite  speech.  In  this  sense,  our  word  to  God 
is  expressed  in  prayer,  which  is,  fundamentally, 
the  speech  ef  a  child  to  the  Father.  The  privilege 
of  fdial  approach  is  the  characteristic  note  of  our 
standing  within  the  new  covenant  ;  and  to 
enable  us  to  exercise  our  privilege  aright,  the  Spirit 
of  God  is  freely  given  (Zech.  12  :  10;  Rom.  8  :  15, 
26,  27 ;  Gal.  4:6;  Eph.  2  :  18  ;  Jude  20).  The 
order  of  our  use  of  these  two  gifts,  the  Scriptures 
and  Prayer,  is  that  indicated  :  Erst,  listen  to  Go^  in 
His  word;  then  make  reply  in  our  prayers.  Thus 
we  shall  pray  with  growing  intelligence  and  growing 
power. 

3.  The  Sacraments;  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper 

In  intercourse  between  friends,  there  is  often 
added  to  the  spoken  word,  a  sign  of  the  union 
which  exists.  A  pledge  or  keepsake  may  be 
interchanged.  This  sign  or  pledge,  moreover,  is 
something  deeper  than  a  mere  occasion  of  exciting 
certain  memories  or  feelings.  In  the  pledge, 
there  is  confirmation  and  conveyance  of  the  thing 
signified,  namely,   the  love  of  friend   for  friend. 

Two  such  pledges  of  His  love,  Christ  has  given  to 
Hb  Church,  namely.  Baptism  and  the  Lord's 
Supper ;  and  it  is  His  requirement  that  they 
should  be  used  according  to  the  purpose  for 
which  He  instituted  them.  Nothing  could  be  more 
painful  than  for  children  to  quarrel  over  bequests 
granted  them  by  a  loving  father.  Even  so  sad  and 
shameful  are  the  disputes  of  Christian  Churches 
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regarding  those  ordinances,  which  ought  to  be  the 
symbols  of  their  unity.  Yet  the  meaning  of  these 
gifts,  while  inexhaustibly  deep,  is  also  exquisitely 
simple.  Both  mean  Christ.  Both  convey  Christ. 
They  mean  simply  what  the  Scriptures  mean;  and 
they  convey  simply  what  the  Scriptures  convey  : 
a  personal  Christ,  revealed  and  imparted  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  those  who,  by  faith,  receive  Him. 
This  is  the  teaching  of  the  New  Testament  (Eph. 
5  ;  25,  26;  Titus  3  :  5;  Col.  2  :  12;  1  Cor.  10  :  16); 
and  it  is  the  experience  of  believers  of  all  denomin- 
ations, who  are  certified  by  the  Spirit  in  their  inmost 
hearts,  that  in  these  ordinances,  they  do  receive 
Christ  most  really  and  most  surely. 

The  two  ordinances  do  not  differ  in  the  benefits  they 
express  and  convey.  Both  alike  express  Christ  cruci- 
fied and  risen;  and  in  both  there  is  communion  with  a 
present  Christ.  They  differ  only  in  so  far  as  Bap- 
tism expresses  the  inauguration  of  the  covenant 
relation  with  God,  while  the  Lord's  supper  expresses 
its  maintenance.  Baptism,  therefore,  can  be  cele- 
brated once  only  in  the  history  of  a  soul;  while  the 
Table  should  be  frequented,  as  often  as  it  is  spread 
for  our  refreshment. 


Note  on  certain  Disputed  Points 

(A  minor  question  is  raised  as  to  the  age  when  bap- 
tism may  be  administered.  In  the  case  of  converts 
from  heathenism,  for  example,  or  Judaism,  it  is  plain 
that  only  those,  who  are  of  a  greater  age  than  infancy 
can  enter  into  the  new  covenant,  and  only  such 
should  be  baptized.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however, 
that  baptism  is  a  covenant  ordinance;  and,  througii- 
out  both  Old  Testament  and  New  Testament,  the 
covenant  includes,  not  merely  individuals,  but  house- 
holds. The .  children,  therefore,  of  those  who  are 
believera,  are  already  in  covenant  reJ'    ons  with 


50 


A   StTMMARV  OF   CHRISTIAN   DOOTRi.ve 


fore,  are  required  to  taW  ,k        .!!!*  '"'^'''  ">'* 

«  may  easily  wt*U  bv  »"'  ".""f""''  "■'"'* 
conceiving  i,      Cfn  r     '  «  """"nalUtie  mode  ot 


CHAPTER   XV. 
Things  to  Come 

compl.ten«,Sdi^;, ^""'■■,  •^"''"'Ji'y  i"  it. 

mighty  w„,k™'':fSs..ir"'wT  ">'  "■•  »^ 

^rr«-orri^r-'7— -^ 


THINGS  TO   COME  ^^ 

The  resurrection  of  Christ  i«  c^a'       , 
that  He  will  perfect  aJltlt^l,^  'f '"^  P^^dge 
experience.     We  have    hi.  f  f  *''''^""  '"  o»r 

and  «tedfa.t"  (Heb;  '•  19)1" f^K  '^  "'^^^^  ""- 
begun  here,  will  reach  itl  *""  ''^"'  ^'^''^h  ^as 

presence  of  God      Th.,    ""'^""""'^^ion  i"  the  open 

remarkableVus^^eTj  cL  ^^"f  .^'^'^  '«'«'  '« 
are  indicated;  but  tW  Is  no  2T"  t"'"^  '^"'^^ 
and  nothing  to  gratifvnn  ''**"'"  ^^  *^«*«"' 

Such  suggestions  Tlr/.Z  ZZ'T  '"""'•*^- 
have  a  reflex  infl.,»«  ®  "*"  °^  «  "ature  to 

deepening  ou'r^rn"""  ""^"^"^  ^^P^"--" 
activity.  %rrgreatTrr  '"'^  «^'"'"'ating  our 
gaze.  ^''"'  "^"^''^'^^  «t«nd  out  before  our 

1-  Death 

"'■ngofsin  It,  vJ  u  ;""""»«  in  it  the 
^Zt  (,  c^;.  5^^^  'X,"'™  '"-"^'-i  into 
experience  of  dyi„„^,. ,  u      T"  ""''  ""^"i  ""e 

i.  the  chri.tu„  Jidw,r.  %h'r,^rh  J  r/*-. " 

'«;  .nd  hi.  faith  i,  hi,  vict„nf      'L      K     •':'''"« 
not  without  teai,  vet  w^tk  ™  """"^ned  cUy,  «.y, 

Hu  h^oved .  Jp^c:*^'s:'^  «',f  "*■ 

2.  Returrection 

It  waa  the  man  who  sank  to  nmt   K«^ 
together.    It  is  the  m«„      k    ^  '    ^^^^  *°**  '"'"^ 

■i..o.«.™itythX""t2™;';:hr™::iLtt^:: 


52 


A   8TTMMARY   OF   CHHISTIAN   DOCTRINF 


nature,  body  and  soul  together.  It  is  needless  to 
speculate  on  how  this  may  be.  The  apostle  Paul 
warns  us  that  in  our  present  condition  we  cannot 
understand  it  (1  Cor.  15  :  35-49).  But  the  proof 
is  absolute;  it  is  the  resurrection  of  Christ  Himself 
(1  Cor.  15  :  1-34).  The  power  is  infinite,  it  is  the 
risen  Christ  Himself  (John  11  :  25,  26).  The  form 
we  are  to  wear  is  unknown;  but  we  know  that,  body 
and  soul  together,  we  shall  be  like  Christ  (Phil. 
3  :  21;  1  John  3  :  1,  2);  and,  in  that  perfected  con- 
stitution, shall  serve  Him  \\nth  an  efficiency,  to 
which  our  best  efforts  here  are  a  mere  approxima- 
tion. 

3.  Judgment 

In  one  sense,  God's  judgment  has  already  been 
passed  on  the  believer  in  the  act  of  justification, 
Rom.  8:1.     The  Ch    ^tian  life,  however,  is  a  real 
history,  with  genuine    >fperiences  of  joy  and  sorrow, 
of  conflict  and  victory.     It  consists,  therefore,  with 
the  demands  both  of  reason  and  conscience  that 
there  should  be  a  final  verdict  pronounced  by  God 
upon  the  life  now  complete.    This  is,  without  doubt, 
the  expectation  of  the  apostle  Paul  (2  Cor.  5  :  9,  10; 
1  Cor.  3  :  12-15;  4  :  5;  Rom.  2  :  16).    The  circum- 
stances attending  upon  this  final  judgment  are,  in 
the  nature  of  the  c^e,  unimaginable  by  us.     The 
signs  that  precede  that  great  day  are  intimated  with 
intentional  vagueness,  as  in  our  Lord's  discourses 
r^arding  the  last  things,  and  in  the  book  of  the 
revelation  of  St.  John.    The  date  is  a  secret  with 
the  Father.    Even  the  Son  knows  it  not  (Mark 
13  :  32).     The  nearness  of  our  Lord's  second  coming 
remains  a  constant  stimulus  to  watchfulness  and 
Mai  (Matt.  24  :  42,  44;  25  ;  13). 
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4.  Heaven 

While  the  dispensation  of  time  lasts,  there  is  a 
separation  between  the  disciples  and  their  Master, 
which,  though  in  a  great  measure  overcome  through 
the  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  leaves  them  still 
yearning  for  fuller  vision  and  nearer  fellowship. 
This  longing,  which  He  has  Himself  awakened,  He 
promises  fully  to  satisfy.  The  14th  of  St.  John  is 
the  believer's  consolation,  and  the  inspiration  of  his 
confidence  that,  under  conditions  which  are  incon- 
ceivable by  us  in  our  present  state,  we  shall  go  to 
the  Father,  and  see  Christ,  and  be  forever  with  the 
Lord  (Phil.  1  :  21,  23;  1  Thess.  4  :  17).  In  the  2l8t 
and  22nd  chapters  of  Revelation  wr  have  a  pictorial 
description  of  the  heavenly  realm;  and  in  the  7th 
chapter  of  the  same  prophetic  writing  we  have  an 
account  of  the  blessedness  of  those  who  inhabit  it. 
By  these  wonderful  visions,  let  us  at  once  chasten 
and  quicken  our  expectations.  We  know  but  little; 
yet  we  know  enough  to  journey  onwards  in  joy  and 
hope.  The  sunlight  of  the  better  day  is  already  on 
our  faces. 


QUESTIONS 

CHAPTKB  1. 

1— Illustrate  from   Scripture  Christ's   knowledge 

(a)  of  God; 

(b)  of  Man. 

2— Illustrate  from  Scripture  Christ's  love 

(a)  to  God; 

(b)  to  Man. 
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A   SUMMARY   OF   CHRISTIAN   DOCTRINE 
CHAPTER  11/ 


2-.State  carefully  the  considerations  which  lead 
nis  own  sinlessness. 

CHAPTER  in. 
1-What  claims  did  Jesus  make  on  His  own  behalf  ? 
2-What  do  we  learn.  With  respect  to  the  Person 
"Son^fco??"?*^^  *'"^  ^^"  of  Man"  rS 

CHAPTER   IV. 

1-What  esti.nate  of  Christ's  Person  do  we  find 
m  Acts,  James,  and  First  Peter  ? 

^"^^'ofChrisff'  ***'*""^  '•especting  the  Person 

^""^^otcod'S  rhrW  »'"r°,  ^^  *^«  incarnation 
ot  Ood  in  Christ."    Explain  this  statement. 

CHAPTER   V. 

'"'"^^f'SL^d'trbefe^Sj""  '"^  '''""^^'y  -^'**'- 

2-l8  God  the  Father  of  all  men  ?    Discuss  this. 

3-State  and  explain  three  considerations  by  which 

the  Fatherhood  of  God  may  be  vindicatS 

against  objections  drawn  from  the  fact  of  si^ 

CHAPTER  VI. 

1-How  is  the  mystery  of  the  triune  being  of  God 
disclosed  in  Scnpture  ?  * 

2— How  is  God  related  to  the  created  universp  ? 
(b)  Deiam. 


h 


gU£8TION8 


CHAPTEn   VII, 


AS 


1— Illustmtc  from  Scripture  Christ's  love  to  man 
What  inference  may  be  drawn  as  to  the 
value  He  set  on  human  nature  ? 

2— State  briefly  Christ's  doctrine  of  man. 

3— Give  a  brief  account  of  the  New  Testament 
teachmg  regarding 
(a)  Human  responsibility. 
(I>)  The  vocation  of  man. 
(c)  The  destiny  of  man. 


CHAPTER  vin. 

1— What  is  sin  ?     Note  in  your  answer 

(a)  its  possibility; 

(b)  its  seat; 

(c)  its  essence. 

2— Illustrate  from  Scripture  the  universality  of  sin. 
3— What  is  the  penalty  of  sin  ? 

CHAPTEK   IX. 

1— What  lesson  regarding  His  death  does  our  Lord 
give  m  Mark  10  :  35-45  ? 

2— What  is  meant  by  the  phrase  "My  blood  of  the 
Covenant"  ? 

3— How  was  the  death  of  Christ  apprehended  by 
His  disciples  ?  •' 


CHAPTER  X. 

-What  is  renuired  in  order  that  sin,  viewed  as 
lower,  Guilt,  and  Death,  may  be  effectively 
dealt  with  ?  "^ 


2— How  is  the  Cross  of  Christ  related  to 
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A   SUMMARY  OF  CHRISTIAN   DOCTRINE 
CHAPTER   XI, 


1-Illu8trate  from  the  teachings  Of  our  Lord,  and 
Spirit"  ''®^"'*^  activities  of  the  Holy 

2— What  gift  was  received  at  Pentecost  ?  What 
value  has  it  for  the  Christian  Church  ' 

»-What  phrases  are  used  in  the  New  Testament 
to  express  the  gift  of  the  Spu-it  ?  '^*"™^°'^ 

CHAPTER   XII. 

1-Describe  the  work  of  the  Spirit  which  is  pre- 
paratory to  Regeneration  ^ 
2-Dist^ngui8h    between    Regeneration    and    Con- 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

1 — Describe 

ficitbn^^^'^'  ^^^  *he  means,  of  our  sancti- 

2— Is  it  necessary  for  a  Christian  to  sin  ?      Give 
reasons  for  your  answer. 

CHAPTER   XIV. 

2— In  what  sense  is  Christ  the  Word  of  God  ? 
^"^^hurch  ?  '""^"^  ""^  *^^  ^""^y  Scriptures  to  the 

CHAPTER  XV. 

'"""Mt^eV.    Howhasitbeench^igedfor 
2— What  assures  to  us  the  hope  of  resurrection  ? 
3— In  what  sen?*  has  a  belieyer  hepr  alr^B»dy  judged? 

•fSS^  •ui^on.  hiw.rGiV..  Script,^ 


^acber  ^ra<n<na 
Course 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHUKCH 
IN  CANADA 


It  includes  three  departments: 

*i.  SCRIPTURE'. 

a.  DOCTRINE. 

3.  THE  ART  OF  TEACHING. 

.reljrVZ''  ^""-    ^^"  laminations 
may  befon^d  necessary.  They  include  all  ,he 
.ubjecu  of  the  conrse.     Those  passing  the 
examination  ia  any  snbject  receVvT.  Jerti 
fiaite  for  the  same.    A  Diploma  is  given 
when  Certificates  in  all  the  subjects  ^ave 
been  obtained.     75  per  cent,  in  any  subject 
entitles  to  first-class  honors.  60  per  cent  to 

.^dtl!'"'°"°""'^"'^^^-"*-»op- 

mended  by  high  authorities  in  Teacher  Train- 

rii!^^t**''ir'°^ir*^-   I^'"°»br.cedin 
*  icries  <rf  five  Handbooks  (see  li»t  on  next 

f!!^\^Z  '°  ^«*-  ««<*  ;  to  be  ordered 

S^bL       ?'^'  ''*^*"*    Confederation 
Ufe  Buildmg,  Toronto.  Any  further  inform. 

f»«  r^*n  V''"  ^^"'••^  ""J'  ^  ^t^f  teed 
from  R«v.  j.  c.  Robertion.  Geae«l  Secretary 

Building,  Toronto. 
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Teacher  Training;  Handbooks 


THE  COMPLETE  SERIES 


No.  1.  THJi  BOOKS  OF  THE  OLD 
TESTAMENT.  By  Rev.  Principal  Scrimeer. 
D.D.,  Montreal.  , 

No.  2.  THE  LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF 
OUR    LORD    JESUS    CHRIST.      By    Rev. 

Principal  Falconer,  Litt.  D.,  Halifax,  N.S., 
and  Rev.  Professor  Piallantyne,  B.A.,  Tor- 
onto. 

No.  3.  A  SUMMARV  of  CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE.  By  Rev.  Professor  Kiipatrick, 
D.D.,  Knox  College,  Toronto. 

No.  4.  FROM  ONE  TO  TWENTY- 
ONE:  Studies  in  Mind  Grow  By  Pro- 
fessor Walter  C.  Murray,  LL  ,  Dalhousie 
University,  Halifax. 

No.  5.    SABBATH  SCHOOL  METHODS : 

Studies  in  Teaching  and  Organization.  By 
Frederick  Tracy,  Ph.D.,  University  of 
Toronto. 


PmoE  10  Cents  Each,  Postpaid 


R.  DOUGLAS  FilASER 

Confederation  Life  Building 
TORONTO 


'n 


.1 


.  ^.^,...  i^ 


..   ^„  Wg^^ .--..,.  i- 


